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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed August 03, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 7 the last paragraph of the remark, 

" Sparrell et al. on the other hand stores the image signals in the buffer for 

the duration of time corresponding to a playback time of a program of interest. This has 
no relation to the claimed invention". 

In response the examiner respectively disagree. Sparrell et al. discloses, "If the 
program guide information indicates that the program currently viewed is a major 
television network movie that started 30 minutes late than original scheduled, a buffer 
memory capable of storing two hours will be utilized rather than one for just one and 
one-half hours" (paragraph 0038). The above note shows that the user have a fully 
control of the buffer memory to reserve the duration of time whether exact playback time 
or not. 

Applicant argues on page 8 second paragraph of the remark, "Sparrell et al. also 
fails to disclose a main control unit for temporarily storing a video signal in an allocated 
buffer area in the storage device when a command for temporary storage is received 
from the input unit and for recording the temporary video signal in a long-term storage 
area of the storage device according to a set recording format as in claims 1 and 13. 
Sparrell et al. does not disclose or suggest this feature". 
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In response the examiner disagree. Sparrell et al. discloses the 
recording/playback 106 controls to determine the appropriate buffer memory size need 
to fully record a program (paragraph 0038). Also the user can elect at any time to have 
a program to store in long-term or temporary storage (paragraph 39 lines 3 and 
paragraph 40 lines 6-7). 

Applicant argues on page 8 3 rd paragraph of the remark regarding dependent 
claims 2-3, "Sparrell et al. does not discloses setting a new buffer area in a non- 
recording area of the storage device upon receiving a command for long-term recording 
and attribute information of the long-term recording area as in claim 2, the main control 
unit incorporating the remaining storage space in the buffer area into the non-recording 
area as in claim 3. 

In response the examiner disagree. Sparrell et al. discloses a long-term memory 
and buffer memory (paragraph 0040 lines 6-7). Also the recording/playback controls to 
determine the appropriate buffer memory size needed to fully record a program set 
according start and end time (paragraph 38 lines 3-6). Therefore Sparrell et al.. 
invention has an option to divide the storage to plurality store area and an option of 
buffer memory to use whether long term or not (paragraph 0041 lines 3-4). This is 
similar to setting a new buffer area and attribute information (time start and end as 
mentioned above). 

Applicant argues on page 8 last paragraph regarding claim 4, "Sparrell et al. also 
does not disclose a main control unit copying and recording the temporary stored signal 
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in the non-recording area of the storage device and deleting the video signal temporarily 
stored in the buffer area". 

In reply the examiner disagree. Sparrell et al. discloses releasing a buffer 
memory area for overwriting when the buffer is no longer needed. This occurs when a 
buffer stores the oldest program and new buffer memory space needed to store new 
program (paragraph 0027 lines 17-19). Therefore the copying, storing and deleting is 
similar to transferring, storing and overwriting as explained above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sparrell 
etal (US 20030118321). 

Regarding Claim 1 : Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
capable of storing in a storage device a video signal received from a video signal 
source, and reproducing and outputting the stored video signal to an display device, 
comprising: an input unit for selecting a function supported in the video 
recording/reproducing apparatus , selecting one among a plurality of allocated buffer 
time, and outputting a command (paragraph 0026); and a main control unit for 
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temporarily storing a received video signal in a buffer area allocated in the storage 
device if a command for temporary storage is received from the input unit so that a 
certain amount of the video signal received from the video signal source is temporarily 
stored in the temporarily allocated buffer area of the storage device for selecting buffer 
time (paragraph 0019), and for recording in the storage device in a long-term basis the 
video signal temporarily stored in the buffer area according to a set recording format if a 
recording command instructing a long-term recording process for the temporarily stored 
video signal of the buffer area is received from the input unit (paragraph 0040-0041). 
Regarding Claim 2: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein: if the recording command instructing the long-term 
recording process is received from the input unit, the main control unit sets a new buffer 
area in a non-recording area of the storage device, records in a previous buffer area in 
a long-term basis a video signal temporarily stored in the previous buffer area, and 
records attribute information of the long-term recorded video signal in a set attribute 
information recording area (paragraph 0038, 0040-41 and 0043). 
Regarding Claim 3: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 2, wherein: if the buffer area in which the video signal is temporarily 
stored has a remaining storage space, the main control unit incorporates the remaining 
storage space into the non-recording area (paragraph 0027). 
Regarding Claim 4: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 2, wherein: if the recording command instructing the long-term 
recording process is received from the input unit, the main control unit copies and 
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records in the non-recording area of the storage device the video signal temporarily 
stored in the buffer area, deletes the video signal temporarily stored in the buffer area, 
and records in the set attribute information recording area the attribute information of 
the video signal recorded in the non-recording area in the long-term basis (paragraph 
0027 and 0038). 

Regarding Claim 5: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 2, wherein: the attribute information of the video signal recorded in 
the attribute information recording area has at least any one of a start address, an end 
address, a recording rate, and a recording time of the video signal (paragraph 0038). 
Regarding Claim 6: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1 , wherein: if a command signal for deleting the video signal 
temporarily stored in the buffer area is received from the input unit, the main control unit 
deletes the video signal temporarily stored in the buffer area (paragraph 0027). 
Regarding Claim 7: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising: an interface unit mounted in a main body to 
receive the command transmitted from the input unit (paragraph 0026). 
Regarding Claim 8: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein: the input unit includes an external input unit which is 
external of the apparatus (paragraph 0026). 

Regarding Claim 9: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 8, wherein: the external input unit includes a remote controller 
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provided with a plurality of keys and transmits infrared signals corresponding to key 
selections (paragraph 0026). 

Regarding Claim 10: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 9, further comprising: an interface unit mounted in a main body and 
including a light-receiving part for receiving the infrared signals transmitted from the 
remote controller (paragraph 0026). 

Regarding Claim 11: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein: the video signal source includes any one of a tuner 
receiving broadcast signals, a disc player reproducing a signal recorded in a recording 
medium, and an external input port inputting video signals from external devices 
(paragraph 0028). 

Regarding Claim 12: Sparrell et al. discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus 
as claimed in claim 1 , wherein: the storage device includes a hard disc driven by a hard 
disc drive (paragraph 0027). 

Regarding Claims 13-15: Claims 13-14 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claims 1-2 and 4 respectively. 

Regarding Claim 16: Sparrell et al. discloses a storage device control method as 
claimed in claim 13, wherein: the input unit is external of the video 
recording/reproducing apparatus (paragraph 0026). 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,865 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Tekle whose telephone number is 571-270-1 117. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 Every 
other F.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MARSHA D. BANXS-HAROLD 
Daniel Tekle SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



